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SERVICE SCHEDULE

Sunday 8:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite | with music

10:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite Il with music

5:30 p.m.

Holy Eucharist/Contemporary
Tuesday 10:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist with anointing

THE MUSIC OF CHRISTMAS

The services of Lesson and Carols will be December 11.
The Junior and Senior Choirs will sing at 10:00 a.m. There
will be no communion at this service. The quartet will sing
special music at the 8:00 a.m. service with communion.
Christmas Eve: The Junior Choir will sing at the 4:00 p.m.
service. The 9:00 p.m. service will be preceded by special
music from the Senior Choir. This will begin at 8:30 p.m.
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES

Christmas Eve, December 24
4:00 p.m. Family Candlelight Service

9:00 p.m. Festival Eucharist - Musical Prelude starts at 8:30 p.m.

Christmas Day, December 25 - 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II




THE CHURCH BEAUTIFUL - THE NAME CHANGE

The Vestry on Monday night, November 14, 2011, voted to change the name of
our parish.

Our proposed new name is ...
CHRIST CHURCH, Fox Chapel. The identifying tag underneath the name is
this: An Anglican Fellowship.

It's taken us a while to get to this place. It was not done in haste. There are some
who have eagerly anticipated this change. There are others who don’t see the need
at all. The vestry was mindful of these and many other considerations. If you recall,
we have had two town hall meetings on this and related subjects. We did a Survey
Monkey questionnaire for the parish, and released the results. We have observed a
30-day prayer experiment. We have had adult forums on the subject.

All know that we realigned within the Anglican Communion in 2008. All know that
at the same time we truly wanted this parish to stay united. All know that people have
left because of the realignment. Most know that these people, in all likelihood, will not
return. Just about everyone | talk to agrees that we must forge ahead. We have had
people come to the parish thinking we were Episcopal, and left when they discovered
we were not aligned with the Episcopal Church, USA (or TEC) any longer. The traffic
signs in Fox Chapel still say, “The Episcopal Church Welcomes You.” Someone
observed that this is false advertising, misleading. The general consensus was that
we needed to address these changes with a name change.

The Vestry acted circumspectly in their decision-making. The debate included the
inclusion of our borough’s name, our denominational affiliation, and the type or
character of the parish that the name should communicate. Could there be a Saint’s
name? Should we use a theological moniker like “Faith,” or ‘Hope’, or a name
recollecting a mighty act of our Lord, like Ascension, or Resurrection, etc.

The date for final ratification of the name is the Annual Meeting of the Parish on
January 29, 2012. Between then and now, we are desirous of hearing thoughts,
opinions and responses. Any vestry person will be quite happy to talk to you about
these things.

Fr. Tom
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| write this piece before our actual Thanksgiving dinner has occurred, or the turkey soup
and turkey tetrazzini which will follow after. | am cognizant of the approach of Advent, and
that this newsletter will be read in December. Advent is a season of preparation to
celebrate Christ’s first coming, as well as an acknowledgement of Christ’'s coming again.
Now is when we ask each other “Are you ready for Christmas?”

During this season, fraught with the pressure of buying, wrapping, sending the “perfect
gift” to all my loved ones ...I often think about the very first Christmas season. | envision
what it must have been like for young Mary, riding to Bethlehem, so very large with child,
perched on a donkey, away from her parents’ home at such a crucial moment. Perhaps
she was full of fears and uncertainty that each first time mother carries hidden in the farthest
reaches of her heart. She had been the recipient of an angel’s visitt She was the one
woman chosen to carry this oh-so-special baby. But it probably didn’t feel so elevated an
experience during that final week.

Indeed, our own Christian lives are also filled with ambiguity, sadnesses, darkened
feelings, thoughts and even behaviors. It's good to remember that it has “always been
thus.” This “darkness” is the landscape into which that little babe was born.

So | offer you this poem (which our bookkeeper Carol Hollister found at Mercy Hospital).
It was unsigned. | offer it to any of you who may be struggling with the gritty realities of life
this particular month, realities that don’t jive with “sparkle season’s” sentimental veneers.
God’s promise is that He is present in darkness. My prayer for all of us is that Christ’'s
Presence and His very Spirit will steal over our hearts, perhaps at some unexpected
moment.

“‘Ah,” we’'ll say, “there you are.” We find once more the Father’s gift, that one of both epic
proportions and a hidden, gentle beauty,” and we will give thanks once more ... thanks that
this Light has come into the world, and the darkness cannot overcome it. Amen!

Connie +
Thanksgiving
Thanksgiving
For those other things—
For troubles For loneliness
That shape and sharpen my patience, That leads me to the heart of God.
For doubts
That let faith, moments share, For all these qifts
For confusions By which | have become more human—
That keep my life from being rigid, | give thanks
For sufferings And let my thanks
That help me share another’s grief, Reach out and embrace
For fears The daily small ingratitudes
That mark real terror in the world, Of my life.
For pains
That open my eyes to joy,
For sorrows Unknown

That open my heart to hope,
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Personals

Small group of Mighty Women Looking for Help!
Did you know that without the Women’s Guild there would be dirty carpets, threadbare floors, old broken
furnishings, a beautiful grandfather clock that doesn’t work, dirty water stained walls, mud and salt stained carpets.
In addition there would be no tables or chairs for the great hall, no dishes for the annual breakfast — in fact there
would be no kitchen equipment.

With the 2011 Bazaar behind us, the Guild is seriously considering whether there should be one in 2012. Due to the
lack of parish support and poor attendance this year, we are considering cancelling. With the loss of income from
the bazaar, the church will lose the following:

Bi-Annual cleaning of all the carpets

Purchase and maintenance of kitchen equipment

Purchase and maintenance of all door mats

Maintenance of the Grandfather clock

Funding for all aspects of decorating including routine painting, reupholstering and purchase of furniture.
Purchase and installation of new carpet

Reconditioning and repair of antique furnishings

Refinishing of floors

Annual $2000.00 Mission Budget

Contributions to youth missions and Christian education
Special funds (the organ reconditioning, office equipment etc,)
Assistance with major receptions.

We need you to step forward and make the time commitment that will enable us to continue. As always, many
hands make light work and we need help in the following areas:

White Elephant, Bake, Books, Lunch, Preview Party, High Value and Furniture. These are all parts of the bazaar
that require procurement, pricing and advance work. We meet every Tuesday at 10:30. Along with great
fellowship and the opportunity to help our church you get a fantastic lunch for only $3.00! Please consider joining
us — (you don’t HAVE to come to help either — these jobs can be done whenever you want to do them!) Or call
Anne Englert at 412.963.1582.

Many, Many thanks to the following people who helped with the 2011 Bazaar.

Frances Rice Flo Henderson
Priscilla Schneider Shirley Bellmer

Susan Follansbee Ty Englert _

Chris Gillespie Ann Steenkiste

Anne Englert Betsy Rodewald

Patty Todd Mgrgie Root

Dick and June Cunneen Missy and Frank Bregar
Amy Eschman Connie Guggenheimer
Megan Eschman Susan Giles

Peggy Mooney Jean Pascarella
Maggie Hall Janet Berg

Kathy Wiley Susie and Jeff Eicher
Jane and Lou Nuebert Mrs. Eicher

Anne Hand Allison Burgan
Christy Mandell Irwin Schulze

Bebe Adams Sandra Shoucair
Cynthia Hallahan Jan Kohler

Brian Zimmerman

The Guild sincerely thanks all the above who helped by working on the bazaar, your efforts are truly
appreciated.
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Mission Moment! ‘

When we hear of missionaries, we tend to think of people going to
far-off exotic places, but that is not always true. An example of this
is a son of this parish--Josh Antonuccio, son of Nick Antonuccio. MISSIONS
Josh and his wife Jenayee, have chosen to work with college students
--many of whom have never heard the gospel. Josh's musical ability
has brought many young people to Christ. We are proud to support Josh,
through Frontiers, in his mission to college students.

Respectfully,
Betsy Rodewald

News from the Altar Guild

The poinsettias that will be on the altar for the Christmas season are offered as
memorials and thanksgivings. The Altar Guild carries over a list from year to year, but
anyone can add to that list. If you have had an addition to your family, a special
anniversary, a grandparent or great-grandparent you are especially thankful for and would
like to honor, or a loved one who has passed away, please call to have your request added.
This can be for just one year, or added to our yearly list. Contact Jim Titus (412-963-1535
or jamestitus@juno.com) or Debbie Howson (412-487-6340 or ahowson4@verizon.net).
The Altar Guild will send you a bill for $30. You can also call anytime during the year to
request a special date for your loved ones to be remembered and honored.

{ on Sunday, December 11, following the 10:00 service. All who can
K__—f’“’ 1\ stay and help are welcome!

PONSETTIAS

E},ﬂ REMINDER: We (the Altar Guild) will be hanging the Christmas wreaths

N
%}i Young instrumentalists needed for Christmas Eve!

We would like the youth to provide prelude music at the 4:00 Christmas Eve Service.
If you can play a couple of Christmas Carols we would love to have you. Beginners
or advanced players will be welcome. Please contact Clark Bedford.

December 11 is our day for Lessons & Carols at all
services. It is also our BONFIRE NIGHT!!

After the 5:30pm service everyone will meet in the
parking lot, light the fire, and sing Christmas carols!
The more, the merrier! After singing, Souper Second
Supper will be held in the Parish Hall. Bring cookies!



mailto:jamestitus@juno.com
mailto:ahowson4@verizon.net

Page 6

For Men Only — Anglican 4™ Day

You probably already have your 2012 calendars, so here’'s a weekend to highlight on them:
February 23-26, 2012. Those are the dates of the next Anglican 4" Day ( A4 D) Me n
One parishioner is already registered for that weekend. There is plenty of room for more at this
magnetic, spirit-filled, diocesan-wide event.

All men of the parish who are interested in strengthening their faith and their Christian leadership
abilities while enjoying a time of joyful fellowship and fun are encouraged to explore the possibility of
attending. For more information and an application, please contact Fr. Tom or Gail Simpson, A4D
Parish Coordinator.

Put the weekend on your calendars. Put it on your hearts. Start praying about it, and commit to
reserving that weekend for a little one-on-one with God and a little man-cave time with Christian
brothers.

Ladies—Your Weekend will be March 15-18, 2012. Save the date and treat yourself to the gift that
you give yourself!

The Change

“In denial.” “Angry.” “Depleted.” “Depressed.” “Shattered.” “Missing.” “Misguided.” “Lost.”
“‘Abandoned.” “Low, very low.” These were some of the answers given by the participants in the
recent Men’s Kairos Weekend to the question, “What was your spiritual condition before you came to
Kairos?”

A follow-up question of, “What did you find on the Kairos Weekend?” brought a very different
response. Most gave some variation of “Love, lots of love, both the love of Christ and the love of his
people.” Many of them cited the Prayer Vigil as something that had a major impact on them. The
children’s drawings also were mentioned a number of times.

You, the parishioners of FCEC, can rejoice that your participation in this Kairos Weekend was so
warmly received. Yours were the discipline, the sacrifice and the prayers that God used to move
forward the faith of those prisoners. Your children’s hands and enthusiasm were what He used to
soften hearts. May you be blessed as you have blessed others.

The 65 Annual Bazaar held on Saturday, November 12 was fairly well attended on a nice day. The Pre-view
party was enjoyable.

The Guild wants to thank everyone who helped for their support. Those who crafted, baked, made soup,
priced, set-up, cleaned-up and bought, made it a worthwhile event. The Youth Group and Boy scouts also
pitched in.

The money raised will be used for outreach projects in the community and needs of the Church. Zin addition,
left-over white Elephants were distributed to a number of worthy groups.

With many thanks, The Bazaar Committee




YOUTH HAPPENINGS!
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Youth Group: IR
Youth group this fall is both high school and middle school meeting at 7:00 PM on Sunday
Nights. We meet in the discipleship house for snacks, games, and a journey into the teachings

of Jesus Christ.

E-100 High School Bible Study - Sunday Mornings @ 9:00 AM

We are doing an E-100 Bible study at 9:00 AM in the discipleship house. All high school
aged students are encouraged to attend this time as we dig into the 100 essential chapters of
the Bible. (We even have donuts sometimes)

Student leadership:

We are developing a new student leadership program within the youth group! Keep an eye
out for further developments as some of our high school students step up into exciting new
roles!

Prayers:
Please let Doug and Ashley know if they can be praying for your family in any way over the
holidays! e-mail doug@fcec.us

The following have a birthday in December!

Jeanne Allison 12/8 Bill Green 12/15 Benjamin Ream 12/9
John Babson 12/22 Peter Kann 12/29 Priscilla Schneider 12/24
Rick Ban 12/1 Barbara Mayer 12/4 Jenny Scott 12/18
Warren Bamford  12/8 Kiki McConnel 12/25 Don Wiley 12/4
Hardie Burgan 12/19 Luann McLaughlin  12/29 Carolyn Worrall 12/15
Carol Lee Daniel 12/14 Tara McLaughlin ~ 12/12
George Davison 12/23 Tim McLaugllin 12/13 .
Jean Gittings 12/3 Lee Pavlovich 12/16 J‘;‘:,,’: 7.
e (1111
~THIS--
: : i MONTH
Anniversaries this month:  —

Clark & Sandra Bedford 12/19
Jim & Kathy Mountz 12/17
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COFFEE HOUR

Please consider hosting Coffee Hour from
9:00 to 10:00 AM during adult education and
Sunday School. This is very easy and much
appreciated by all. To sign up, please contact
Peggy Mooney at 412-967-9251 or by
email to mooneypeg@aol.com.

Thank you,
Peggy Mooney
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If you would like to submit an article or announcement for the Newsletter, please email Debbie Scully at
debscully@comcast.net. The deadline for the Newsletter is the 15th of the month.
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